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"not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions.  Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   
 

1.  Name of Property 

historic name   Chicago Golf Club 

other names/site number    

Name of Multiple Property Listing   
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

2.  Location 

street & number   25W253 Warrenville Road   not for publication 

city or town   Wheaton   vicinity 

state  Illinois     county  DuPage  zip code  60189 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this        nomination       request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property       meets       does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:          national           statewide            local  

Applicable National Register Criteria:         A            B           C           D         
 

    
Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer                     Date 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources - SHPO  
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

    
Signature of commenting official                                                                        Date 
 

    
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 

4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   

 

       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           

       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    

       other (explain:)                                                                                        
                                                                             

   

  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private  building(s) 6 7 buildings 

 public - Local X district 1  site 

 public - State X site  1 structure 

 public - Federal X structure   object 

   object 7 8 Total 

 
 
 
 
 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

0 
 
  

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RECREATION AND CULTURE  RECREATION AND CULTURE 

Sports facility  Sports facility 

Outdoor recreation  Outdoor recreation 

   

   

   

   
 
   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS  foundation: CONCRETE 

  walls: BRICK / STUCCO 

    

  roof: CERAMIC TILE / METAL 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. 
Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).   
 

Summary Paragraph 

 
The Chicago Golf Club is located on an approximately 200-acre site in Wheaton, DuPage County, Illinois, roughly 26 

miles west of downtown Chicago. The site is bordered by Plamondon and Warrenville Roads on the north, Hawthorne 

Lane on the east, and housing communities on the south and west. The nomination consists of one contributing site, the 

grounds, which features an 18-hole championship level course, a driving range and short game practice area, and a 

putting green; six contributing buildings, including a clubhouse, a “casino” building for events, a halfway house, a small 

brick pump house, a pro-shop, and a duplex; seven non-contributing buildings including a cottage, a pool house, and five 

other auxiliary buildings; and one non-contributing structure, an in-ground swimming pool. The club structures are 

concentrated on the north end of the site while the course extends to the south. The course as designed by golf course 

architect Seth Raynor and completed in 1923 is remarkably intact with minimal alterations. Having been originally laid out 

on farmland, the terrain is relatively flat and open with sweeping vistas across the course. Landscape features include 

large open fairways, gently rolling hills, several groupings of large deciduous trees, and a large pond located near the 9th 

and 10th holes. The three-story, picturesque early nineteenth century clubhouse is prominently located on the north side of 

the course. It features original brick and stucco walls, tile roofs, and an octagonal clock tower. The golf course, clubhouse, 

casino, halfway house, pump house, and pro-shop all retain their historic integrity, with original location, design, setting, 

materials, workmanship, feeling, and association remaining largely intact. 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 
Golf Course (Contributing) 

The original Wheaton course for Chicago Golf Club was laid out in 1894 and opened in 1895 by Charles Blair Macdonald 

on the existing Patrick farmstead. Macdonald designed the course based on Scottish precedents, including the famed Old 

Course at St. Andrews. It was redesigned between 1921 and 1923 by Seth Raynor. Raynor made some changes to the 

layout of the holes on the course; however, having collaborated frequently with Macdonald, he based many of his hole 

designs on the same Scottish precedents - or “template holes” as they are referred to in describing Macdonald and 

Raynor’s work. The layout of the course has remained largely unchanged and grounds have been remarkably maintained 

since Raynor completed his design. There have been some minor changes and updates throughout the years including 

changes in trees, tees, green expansions, and maintenance practices. However, all changes have been made following 

the design philosophies of Charles Blair Macdonald and Seth Raynor.  

 

The course was designed by Raynor following traditional “template” holes learned from his mentor Macdonald, but with 

Raynor’s own personal spin. These template holes were based on Scottish and other European precedents studied by 

Macdonald including Valley, Redan, Biarritz, Eden, Short, Punchbowl, and others. Presently, the course appears 
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remarkably close to the same as it did when completed in 1923. Each hole is unique with varying distances from tee to 

hole, different approaches, arrangement of bunkers, hazards, and level and slope of fairways and greens. 

 

The 1st hole is a 450-yard par 4 that is named for the prominent feature that crosses the fairway—a valley that obscures 

the landing area. At the end of the fairway is a large plateaued green that slopes right to left and is framed by bunkers on 

three sides. 

 

The 2nd hole is a 440-yard par 4 and named the Road hole because it copies many of the strategic elements of the 17th 

hole at the Old Course in St. Andrews with the same name, including several deep bunkers. There are three bunkers 

flanking the left side of the fairway. The large green is angled to the left upon approach and steeply banks to the right in 

front. A deep bunker is located at the front left of the green with two additional bunkers located to the right. 

 

The 3rd hole is a 219-yard par 3 and known as the Biarritz, copied from an original hole at Biarritz Golf Club in France. 

The hole features a double set of bunkers on either side of the short fairway and greenside, as well as a large bunker 

behind the green. There is also a swale in front of the green. The green is large with a mild slope. 

 

The 4th hole is the longest hole on the course at 536 yards (par 5). Long is the name traditionally reserved for the longest 

hole of the course. Four bunkers are staggered along the edge of the fairway (two on each side). There is also a group of 

trees on the right side on the approach to the green that narrow the fairway. The green is steeply banked and surrounded 

by bunkers on three sides. This hole also happens to be an example of a Cape hole, with the green entirely surrounded 

by hazard and the choice of line over the angled bunker from the tee. 

 

The 5th hole is a 320-yard par 4 and copies strategy of the 7th hole at Leven Links in Scotland. There is a large cross 

bunker on the right side of the fairway. Two smaller bunkers are located along the left side of the fairway. The green is 

surrounded on the left, right, and backside by bunkers and on the front side by a low bank of mounds. The green has a 

low ridge running halfway up the middle. 

 

The 6th hole is a 395-yard par 4, Double Plateau style hole. A Principal’s Nose bunker, which has two sides (or nostrils) 

and a bridge between is located inside of 100 yards of the green. The green features three tiers on this example (plateau 

left and plateau rear, along with the main surface. Four bunkers surround the green, two near the front of the green and 

two at the back. 

 

The 7th hole is a 207-yard par 3 named Redan, which means “impenetrable fortress”. The 7th at Chicago Golf Club 

features a short, wide fairway, and deep bunkers on both sides of the green. The large green sweeps upwards – then 

right to left – then away from the player. 

 

The 8th hole (Narrows) is a 413-yard par 4 with similar features to several other Raynor designed holes. The defining 

features of this hole are the narrowing of the fairway inside of 100 yards and the steep drop-off behind the green. There is 
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also a large mound and bunker located at the left, front side of the fairway as well as a group of mounds and bunkers to 

the right of the green. 

 

The 9th hole is a 406-yard par 4 with a pond as a prominent feature. There is also a large bunker near the front left side of 

the fairway and two small bunkers on each side of the front of the green. This hole is also a good example of the Hog’s 

Back architecture. Hog’s Back could refer to a ridge or rise in the center of the fairway that kick balls left or right but is 

most often associated with this same feature in the green complex.  

 

The 10th hole is a 139-yard par 3 that also features a large pond. It is the shortest hole on the course and is therefore 

known as the “Short hole.” There is no fairway on this hole as all drives from the tee must clear the pond to make it to the 

green. The pond is flanked on either side by groups of trees. This hole is also characterized by bunkering surrounding the 

putting surface that is large and undulating, and generally wider than deep.  

 

The 11th hole is a 410-yard par 4 dogleg left. The fairway narrows significantly in the middle with bunkers on either side 

and groups of trees on the left. The green is plateaued and falls dramatically down to the left. There are bunkers located 

on the left and right side of the green. 

 

The 12th hole is a 414-yard par 4 and is known as the Punch Bowl because the green is designed like a massive bowl 

that slopes toward the center from all sides. The fairway is narrow near the front, flanked on either side by bunkers and 

groups of trees. There is a small bunker in the middle of the fairway in front of the green. The green is approached from 

the left and is surrounded by mounds and a deep bunker on the right front side. 

 

The 13th hole (Eden) is a 149-yard par 3. The approach is over a large bunker in front of a short fairway. The green is 

located on top of a small ridge and surrounded on all sides except the front with bunkers. 

 

The 14th hole (Cape) is a 351-yard par 4. Like the 4th hole, the 14th is cape style as determined by the hazard entirely 

surrounding the green complex except a front entry. This hazard is intended to mimic the strategic elements of a green 

that juts out into the water. A long diagonal bunker is located on the left side of the fairway, with two small bunkers located 

on the right side. The green is small and shallow and surrounded by bunkers on the right and left and a group of trees at 

the back side. 

 

The 15th hole (Ginger Ale) is a 393-yard par 4 with a slight dogleg right. The fairway is framed by several bunkers and 

trees on either side. The green is wide and surrounded by bunkers and gently sloping mounds. There is a group of large 

deciduous trees located behind the green near the 16th tee. 

 

The 16th hole is a 525-yard par 5 known as Raynor’s Prize, named for its designer. This hole features a dogleg to the 

right with bunkers and a line of trees located along the inside of the dogleg. The small, ridged green is framed by bunkers 

on each side. 
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The 17th hole is a 382-yard par 4 and is known as Double Plateau. The front of the fairway is framed by a large mound on 

the right and a bunker on the left. There are several other bunkers along the fairway including two cross bunkers in front 

of the green. The double plateaued green is surrounded on three sides by bunkers. 

 

The 18th hole is a 425-yard par 4. Home is the traditional name of the final hole. The hole features a relatively straight 

approach with bunkers scattered to either side of the long fairway. The round green has a gentle slope. A small bunker is 

located at the front right of the green. 

 
The historic integrity of the course at Chicago Golf Club is significantly intact and remains true to Raynor’s design, which 

was completed in 1923. There have been some minor changes and updates over the years, such as the reclaiming of 

green and fairway turf lost over time due to ongoing maintenance of course, and the addition of new back tees for players 

with longer drives. No major re-routing or changes have been made to the course since it was redeveloped according to 

Raynor’s design. It remains one of very few Raynor designed courses that have not been renovated or upgraded.   

 
B1 - Clubhouse (Contributing) 

The Chicago Golf clubhouse was completed in October 1913 and was significantly larger and more elaborate than the 

original clubhouse that was destroyed by fire in 1912. Architect Jarvis Hunt’s eclectic design includes influences of 

Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, and English Arts and Crafts era country manor houses. It features picturesque, 

asymmetrical planning and massing with an octagonal tower on the south facade. The main section of the clubhouse is 

laid out on an east-west axis. At the tower, the building changes axis in a southeast direction and a service wing extends 

north from this location. On the west side of the clubhouse is a classically inspired colonnade that extends south from the 

building toward the course and north to connect to the existing Casino, also designed by Hunt. 

 

Given that the previous clubhouse had been destroyed by fire, Hunt was determined to design a new clubhouse that was 

fireproof. All the exterior walls are constructed of load bearing clay masonry and faced with brick on the lower level and 

stucco above. The roof is clad in red clay tiles. On the interior, walls are constructed of Pyrobar, a gypsum tile product that 

is fire resistant, and faced with gypsum plaster on each side. The wood floor beams are encased in plaster to increase the 

fire resistance of the structure. These original features and materials remain largely intact since the building was 

completed over 100 years ago. 

 

The primary façade of the clubhouse faces south toward the golf course. The south façade is divided into four distinct 

masses, with a three-story gabled section at the west end with three equally spaced window openings in the white stucco 

wall at the first and second level and one small rectangular window at the third level centered under the gable roof; a 

central section with an enclosed porch with three glass enclosed openings and a standing seam metal roof; an octagonal 

tower with small rectangular windows and clocks on two of the eight sides; and an eastern section with brick veneer at the 

lower two floors, white stucco at the upper, and equally spaced windows at each level, including two dormers at the roof.  
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The east and west facades, much like the south façade feature three-story gabled massing with white stucco walls at the 

upper levels and brick walls at the lower levels. These facades also have small, regularly spaced rectangular windows. An 

open colonnade along the first and second level of the west façade connects to the existing casino building.  

 

The north façade features asymmetrical massing with a projecting gabled wing with white stucco walls and small 

rectangular windows. There is a central section faced with brick on the first level and stucco above, with large two-story 

arched windows that flank a towering brick chimney. Just to the west of the chimney on the first level is a small brick 

portico with a brick arched opening that leads to the main entrance to the clubhouse. To the west of the entrance is a 

narrow, three-story section that projects slightly from the façade with gabled roof and three rectangular windows (one at 

each level) that encloses the main staircase. The north façade remains close to the same as it did when first completed. 

 

The clubhouse is entered from the north side. Inside the main entrance is a small entry hall with a reception desk and 

open office area to the west. The lower portion of the wall in the entry hall is painted white up to the chair rail. Above the 

chair rail, the plaster walls are painted dark green. The ceiling is plaster, painted white, and a brass chandelier hangs at 

the center. A carpeted, wooden staircase with painted wood handrail and spindles on the northwest side of the entry hall 

leads up to the second level of the clubhouse. Directly west of the staircase, next to the entry door, is an elevator that 

provides access to the second and third floor. Just south of the main entrance is a doorway that leads into a small 

women’s locker room with three bays of light gray metal lockers and a small bathroom with a sink counter, toilets, and 

showers. The walls and ceiling are plaster. The ceiling is painted white and the walls are covered in a floral-patterned 

wallpaper.  

 

The majority of the first floor is occupied by the men’s locker room, which is accessed through a doorway on the east side 

of the entry hall. It is divided into two sections, with the back stair hall accessing the upper floors and clock tower located 

between. The two sections are laid out with center aisles that are flanked on either side by bays of white painted lockers. 

The ceilings are painted plaster and the walls are covered in white, glazed ceramic tile on the bottom three quarters of the 

wall. Above the tile, the plaster is painted white. Windows are located at each bay along the south side of the locker room. 

The floors are covered in dark red carpet. Throughout the men’s locker room are several display cases and wall mounted 

displays with memorabilia and artifacts from the club’s history. A restroom with sinks, toilets, and showers is accessed 

from a short hallway in the center stair hall. Adjacent to the men’s restroom, in the north wing, are several storage rooms 

and a mechanical room. A doorway on the northeast side of the east wing of the men’s locker room leads into the men’s 

tap room. This room features a vaulted plaster ceiling, painted plaster walls, dark red carpet, windows on the north and 

south side, a dark stained wood bar, and a stone and brick fireplace. 

 

Walking up the stairs from the main entry hall, patrons enter a small reception room. On the west side of the stair is a 

small sitting area with a white painted brick fireplace with a simple wood mantel. On the west wall are French doors that 

lead out to the covered walkway that connects to the casino. Three cased openings on the south side of the reception 

room lead into the living room, which is bordered on the east and south sides by original double hung wood windows. 
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Finishes in all of these spaces are simple and include green carpet at the floors, white painted plaster walls and ceilings, 

and white painted wood trim and moldings.  

 

To the east of the reception room is a large formal dining room that features a two-story vaulted plaster ceiling. The floors 

are finished with oak flooring. In the center of the space is a large dark green carpet. The lower portion (approximately 

eight feet) of the walls in the dining room are brick painted white. Above the brick, the walls are plaster painted white. 

Centered on the north wall is a large brick fireplace with a dark stained wood mantel. Original bronze candelabra sconces 

are mounted along the walls of the dining room. On the east side of the room are two pairs of double wood doors that lead 

to the kitchen and to the back hall. Above the doors is a balcony with a wood railing that is accessed from the third floor. 

On the south wall are three arched openings with French doors and transoms with divided lights that lead out to an 

enclosed porch that is used for less formal dining. The porch has a terrazzo floor, white painted stucco walls, and a sloped 

ceiling with exposed wood rafters and wood plank decking painted white. On the south side of the porch are three large 

openings between columns that are infilled with aluminum-framed glass windows. 

 

To the east of the formal dining room is the back hall. The staircase on the south side of the hall provides access to the 

third floor above and the men’s locker room below on the first floor. A door on the north side of the hall accesses the 

kitchen. Continuing to the east wing is the grille room with wood beamed ceiling, white painted plaster walls, green 

carpeted floors, original double hung wood windows, and a large brick fireplace on the north wall. All wood trim and the 

wood mantel on the fireplace are painted dark green. There are mission style lantern chandeliers suspended from the 

ceiling and matching sconces at the walls. To the east of the grille room is a screened porch with red brick floors in a 

herringbone pattern, red brick piers, and white painted plaster ceiling. 

 

The third floor is divided into two sections (on either side of the two-story formal dining room). The west side of the third 

floor is accessed via the main staircase and includes a library and a board room. Interior finishes include painted plaster 

walls and ceilings (painted white), and carpeted floors. The library has large wood cabinets with glass doors that hold 

historic memorabilia and books related to the history of golf and specifically the Chicago Golf Club. Windows in the library 

and board room are original double hung wood windows. The east side of the third floor is accessed via the back stair. 

This area was originally primarily used for dormitories. This area includes double loaded corridors with wood doors with 

transoms that access individual dormitory rooms. The dormitory rooms remain largely intact but are no longer used for 

any function besides storage. Interior finishes include painted plaster walls and ceilings and a combination of carpeted 

and wood floors.  

 

The historic integrity of the clubhouse remains largely intact with much of the original fabric remaining including original 

wood windows, exterior and interior load bearing masonry walls, exterior brick and stucco, interior plaster and wood trim, 

roof structure, and the colonnade on the west side of the building. Significant modifications include a small addition on the 

east side of the building with a men’s tap room added in 1933; the addition of the living room on the southwest side of the 

building (ca. 1920s); and the enclosure of the terrace just south of the main dining room. The terrace enclosure to create a 

glazed porch was gradual over time, with an awning installed sometime in the late 1950s to early 1960s and the 
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permanent roof structure completed after 1964. Additionally, a covered walkway was constructed on the east side of the 

building in the late 1960s to connect the clubhouse to the pro-shop. 

 

The main entrance has been modified as well. Originally, occupants entered the clubhouse on the north facade of the 

building, through a non-descript wood door to the side that required a 90-degree turn to the right upon approaching the 

entry porch. This entrance was modified when an elevator was installed in the early 2000s.  

 

There have also been several minor modifications and updates throughout the years including painting, patching, 

replacement of damaged elements, and updating finishes (paint and wallpaper) and furnishings. Some limited 

investigation shows that plaster surfaces currently painted white were originally shades of gray. Also, a historic image of 

the formal dining room shows that the brick walls that are currently painted white were originally unpainted. 

 

B2 - Casino (Contributing) 

The Casino is a small two-story brick building with a shingled hipped roof. It was designed by Jarvis Hunt and completed 

in 1897 to serve as a lounge and event space for the club. Presently, the Casino is still used to host large events and 

gatherings at the club. The building is connected to the clubhouse by a covered walkway. The lower portion of the façade 

is clad in brick and the upper section is clad in wood shingles. Originally unpainted, the facades are now painted white. On 

the upper level, the building features an enclosed porch for dining on the south side and a large dining / event space with 

a wood beamed ceiling on the north side. The room is surrounded by original leaded glass double hung windows on three 

sides and on the north wall there is a large brick fireplace. On the lower level are several rooms that are now used for 

storage and mechanical equipment. One of the rooms was historically used as a locker room for the club’s polo players 

and still includes the original lockers. 

 

The Casino is extensively intact including original exterior brick and wood shingle walls (although these walls have been 

painted white), wood roof structure, leaded glass windows, plaster walls, wood flooring, dark stained wood ceiling beams, 

dark stained wood wainscoting and trim, and original brick fireplace. 

 

 

B3 - Halfway House (Contributing) 

The Halfway House is located near hole number ten. As its name implies, it was originally used as, and continues to serve 

as, a place to relax and purchase refreshments at the halfway point of the course (between hole 9 and 10). It is a small 

frame structure with painted wood siding, a sloped shingle roof, wood paneled doors, and small rectangular windows. The 

interior features wood board and batten wainscoting on the bottom half of the walls and bead board at the upper walls and 

ceilings. There are also exposed wood beams at the ceiling and a fireplace constructed of Chicago common brick. All 

walls and ceiling are painted white. The exact date of construction for this building is unknown but is estimated to be 

sometime around 1900 based on limited evidence available. Although there is a later addition to the south side of the 

building. 
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B4 - Pump House (Contributing) 

A small brick pump house is located to the east of the clubhouse and pro shop. It dates to ca. 1923, when the course was 

redesigned, and a new irrigation system was installed. It features brick walls, original wood windows with clear glass 

panes, and non-original double metal doors on the south façade that provide access to the interior. The interior is a single 

room with brick walls and a concrete floor. 

 

B5 - Pro Shop (Contributing) 

The Pro Shop is located directly to the southeast of the clubhouse and connected to that building by a covered walkway 

with wood piers that mimic those on the colonnade on the west side of the clubhouse. It was designed and constructed in 

1964 to replace an earlier pro shop and continues to serve that function. It is a small one-story red brick building which 

compliments the style of the existing clubhouse. There are rectangular windows and doors on the east and west 

elevations. At the top of the façade is a wood cornice that is painted white which borders a flat white membrane roof. On 

the west side of the Pro Shop is a covered porch with brick pavers, wood piers, and a trellised roof with decorative joist 

ends that match those found on the covered walkway that connects the building to the adjacent clubhouse. The interior 

includes an open shop with shelves displaying golf merchandise and equipment as well as an office and storage room. 

 

B6 - Duplex (Contributing) 

Built in 1957 as a residence for two club members pursuant to an agreement that it would revert to the club upon their 

deaths, the duplex is a one-story ranch style house with red brick base, white painted stucco, rectangular clear glass 

windows, and a low hipped roof with gray asphalt shingles. The interior of the building has been renovated and modified 

over the years. It is currently subdivided and used as staff housing.  

 

B7 - Cottage (Non-contributing) 

A residential cottage used by members and visiting guests was constructed in 2004 on the site of an earlier structure 

originally designed by Jarvis Hunt ca. 1910 and built as a summer cottage for guests. This earlier structure fell into 

disrepair and was eventually demolished in the early 2000s. The new cottage is a simple, classically inspired structure 

with a combination of brick and white painted shingle walls, rectangular windows, and a central portico with Tuscan 

columns flanking an arched opening with a three-part glass door and transom. The building is capped with a hipped 

shingle roof. 

 

B8 - Swimming Pool & Pool House (Non-contributing) 

A swimming pool with small pool house is located south of the cottage. The pool is a small, rectangular structure 

surrounded by a concrete deck. A small frame building with gabled roof serves as a pool house and is located on the west 

side of the pool. It contains pool equipment, storage, and men’s and women’s toilet rooms. The pool and pool house were 

constructed after the period of significance. 
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B9-B13 - Auxiliary Buildings (Non-contributing) 

Five additional auxiliary buildings are located at the Chicago Golf Club. These buildings were all constructed after the 

period of significance, in the 1980s and 1990s, and include three maintenance garage buildings (B9 – B11) located to the 

east of the clubhouse and parking lot, a small frame building with wood siding and a gabled asphalt shingle roof used for 

workers’ housing, Gerber Hall (B12), and a small pump house (B13) with hipped roof and concrete block walls located 

south of the halfway house. 

 

Summary of Historic Integrity 

Chicago Golf Club retains sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. While there have been 

some buildings and structures demolished and added over the years, changes have been minimal and the course and 

significant buildings, such as the clubhouse, casino, halfway house, pump house, and pro shop remain materially intact 

and true to their original designs. All aspects of historic integrity including original location, design, setting, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, and association remain essentially intact. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 

 
  

 
 
 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

  
B 

 
removed from its original location. 

  
C 

 
a birthplace or grave. 

  
D 

 
a cemetery. 

  
E 

 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

  
F 

 
a commemorative property. 

  
G 

 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Entertainment / Recreation  

Landscape Architecture 

Architecture 

 

 

 
 

Period of Significance  

Entertainment / Recreation (1894 – 1928) 

Landscape Architecture (1921 – 1923) 

Architecture (1897 – 1970) 

 

Significant Dates 

1894 

1912 

1923 
 

Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

 

Cultural Affiliation (if applicable) 

N/A 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Charles Macdonald / Seth Raynor 

Jarvis Hunt 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, 
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations). 

 
The Chicago Golf Club is nationally significant for Entertainment/Recreation during the period of significance of 1894-1928 

for its role in the early development of the sport of golf and golf course architecture in the United States. Listing in the 

National Register of Historic Places is applicable under Criterion A, for the club’s significance as one of the five founding 

member clubs of the United States Golf Association (USGA), for being recognized as having the first 18-hole golf course 

in the country, and for having one of the first championship caliber courses in the country, which hosted many of the early 

amateur and professional golf tournaments. Chicago Golf Club is nationally significant for Landscape Architecture under 

Criterion C for the design of its course. It was first laid out in its current location in Wheaton, Illinois by Charles Blair 

Macdonald. The course at Chicago Golf Club was redesigned by Macdonald protégé and master course designer in his 

own right, Seth Raynor in 1921-1923, the period of significance for the golf course. Raynor utilized the same design forms 

and intent that he and Macdonald had established building other courses in the east, when they effectively initiated golf 

course architecture as an art form in the United States. The club is locally significant for its Architecture during the period 

of significance of 1897 – 1970 and eligible for listing under Criterion C. Contributing buildings on the property include the 

Jarvis Hunt designed clubhouse (1913) and casino (1897) as well as the halfway house (ca. 1900), a small brick pump 

house (ca. 1923), a duplex (1957), and the pro-shop (1964).  

 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 

Entertainment / Recreation (1894 – 1928) 

 

The history and significance of Chicago Golf Club is fundamentally intertwined with the history and development of the 

sport of golf in the United States. This shared history is largely due to the determination of one individual, Charles Blair 

Macdonald. Macdonald was a prominent figure in early golf course design in America. He is credited with building the first 

18-hole course in the United States, integral in forming the USGA, and recognized by most as the first American golf 

course architect. In addition to designing the first course at Chicago Golf Club, Macdonald designed several other well-

known courses, including National Golf Links of America (Southampton, NY), Old White Course at The Greenbrier (White 

Sulphur Springs, WV), St. Louis Country Club (St. Louis, MO), Yale University Golf Course (New Haven, CT), and Mid 

Ocean Club (Bermuda).  

 

Known as both the “Father of American Golf” and the “Evangelist of Golf,” Macdonald is recognized as a key figure in the 

early development of golf and golf course design in several significant publications on the history of the sport and course 

architecture in the United States. In addition to his own autobiography, Scotland’s Gift – Golf, Macdonald has been 

featured in a substantial monograph by George Bahto, Evangelist of Golf: The Story of Charles Blair Macdonald, and 

received significant mention in books such as A Century of Golf, Golf in America, The Kingdom of Golf in America, and 

Golf’s Grand Design: The Evolution of Golf Architecture in America. Macdonald and the courses he designed have also 
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been the subject of numerous articles published in golf periodicals throughout the years including Golf Magazine, Golf 

Digest, Golfweek, Links Magazine, Golf Course Architecture, and others. All these publications have credited C. B. 

Macdonald with being responsible for the development of the sport of golf in the United States and as the first golf course 

designer in that country. 

 

As a young man, Macdonald left his home in Chicago to study at St. Andrews University in Scotland, under the 

supervision of his grandfather, a professor at St. Andrews and an avid golfer. Through his grandfather, Macdonald was 

introduced to Old Tom Morris, who operated a golf shop at St. Andrews. While at St. Andrews, Macdonald began learning 

the game of golf, perfecting his skills, and competing in matches on the Old Course there.  

 

Macdonald eventually returned to the United States, and to Chicago, but found that the game of golf was largely unknown 

in the U.S. It was not until the late 1880s and early 1890s that interest in the game began to take root in America, largely 

due to the efforts of Macdonald himself. The World’s Columbian Exposition in 1893 also brought many Europeans to 

Chicago. Eager to participate in their favorite pass time, these individuals were largely disappointed when they found no 

golf courses in the region. Macdonald was the first to remedy this situation, when in 1892, he laid out a rudimentary 6-hole 

course in Lake Forest, Illinois on the estate of Senator C. B. Farwell at the request of his son-in-law, Hobart Chatfield-

Taylor. Once Macdonald observed a brewing interest in the sport, he encouraged his friends at The Chicago Club (a 

private club in downtown Chicago) to put up the money to lay out a nine-hole course on a farm in Belmont, Illinois 

(present-day Downers Grove). This was the beginning of Chicago Golf Club and simultaneously the beginning of golf in 

the western United States. Early members were part of Macdonald’s circle of friends at The Chicago Club.1 

 

In 1893, Chicago Golf Club received its official charter from the State of Illinois. That same year, an 18-hole course was 

laid out and played at Belmont. This course, at the time part of the Chicago Golf Club, became the first 18-hole golf 

course in the United States.2 In 1894, the club purchased the Patrick Farm in Wheaton, Illinois and an 18-hole course 

designed by Macdonald was constructed on the site. Macdonald utilized his understanding of the game of golf and 

knowledge of golf course design in Scotland, including the Old Course at St. Andrews, to design a championship course 

featuring a variety of hole types that made it equally challenging to the then current courses in the eastern United States 

and across the Atlantic in Great Britain. That same year, Chicago Golf Club, along with St. Andrews Golf Club in Yonkers, 

New York; Shinnecock Hills Golf Club in Southampton, New York; The Country Club in Brookline, Massachusetts; and the 

Newport Golf Club in Newport, Rhode Island became the founding members of the Amateur Golf Association of the 

United States, which became the United States Golf Association (USGA). The USGA continues as one of golf’s two main 

governing bodies throughout the world, and the singular such body in the United States.3  

 

Besides its crucial role in the introduction of golf in America, the Chicago Golf Club is also closely linked with the early 

development of competitive golf and tournament play in this country. Chicago Golf Club was host to numerous 

 

1 Charles Blair Macdonald. Scotland’s Gift – Golf (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons): 1928. 
2 A letter from the USGA verifies that Chicago Golf Club had the first 18-hole course in the United States. 
3 Macdonald. Scotland’s Gift – Golf.  
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championship events throughout the late 1800s and early 1900s including the 1897 U.S. Amateur Championship; the 

1897 U.S. Open Championship; the 1900 U.S. Open Championship; the 1902 Western Amateur Championship; the 1903 

U.S. Women’s Amateur Championship; the 1905 U.S. Amateur Championship; the 1907 Western Amateur Championship; 

the 1909 U.S. Amateur Championship; the 1911 U.S. Open Championship; the 1912 U.S. Amateur Championship; the 

1914 Inaugural Western Junior Championship; and the 1928 Walker Cup.4 

 

In more recent times, Chicago Golf Club has hosted the 1979 U.S. Senior Amateur Championship, the 2005 Walker Cup, 

and the inaugural U.S. Senior Women’s Open in 2018. 

 

In addition to the aforementioned C. B. Macdonald, who was without question a prominent figure in the early history of golf 

and golf course design in the United States as an amateur golfer and winner of the first U.S. Amateur Championship, 

founder of Chicago Golf Club, and instrumental in the founding of the USGA, there have been several other locally and 

nationally significant individuals in the sport of golf associated with Chicago Golf Club including: 

 

• H. J. Whigham, a leader in the early history of golf in America, winning the 1897 U.S. Amateur Championship at 

Chicago Golf Club. He wrote the first golf instruction book, How to Play Golf, and was Editor-in-Chief of Town & 

Country magazine. He was also integral in helping Macdonald build support for the game of golf in the United 

States and was his son-in-law. 

 

• James and David Foulis were instrumental in the early development and evolution of golf equipment in America. 

James came to the United States from Scotland in 1895 and became the first golf professional at Chicago Golf 

Club. He was a skilled golfer and the winner of the 2nd US Open in 1896. David Foulis joined his brother at the 

club in 1896. The two brothers ran a golf shop at the Chicago Golf Club where they developed and patented 

many new inventions and innovations in golf balls and clubs. Their patented design for a flagstick remains in use 

today. 

 

• Charles “Chick” Evans, Jr. was a Chicago Golf Club member and famous amateur golfer. He was the first 

amateur to win both US Open and US Amateur Championship in the same year (1916). Evans had a significant 

career and would eventually become a member of the World Golf Hall of Fame. He also started the Evans 

Scholars Foundation, which provides college scholarships for caddies. 

 
• Margaret Abbott was the first American to ever win an Olympic event, which she did in the sport of golf at the 

1900 Paris Olympic Games. Abbott learned to play golf as part of the Chicago Golf Club family. 

 

 

4 Ross Goodner and Ben Crenshaw. Chicago Golf Club, 1892-1992. Chicago Golf Club, 1991. 
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• Herbert Tweedie worked with C. B. Macdonald to establish golf in the Chicago area and was one of the founding 

members of Chicago Golf Club. In 1894, when Chicago Golf Club moved to Wheaton, Tweedie stayed at 

Belmont, eventually establishing the Belmont Golf Club. Tweedie was one of the first golf course designers in the 

American Midwest and designed many courses throughout the Chicago region. 

 
Other prominent figures that were members of Chicago Golf Club during the period of significance (1894-1928) include 

Robert Todd Lincoln, son of President Abraham Lincoln; George Pullman, the American industrialist and founder of 

Pullman Company, manufacturer of railroad cars, and the company town of Pullman, Illinois; Marshall Field, the American 

department store founder; Robert R. ‘Colonel’ McCormick, the Owner and publisher of the Chicago Tribune newspaper; 

Robert S. McCormick, American Diplomat; Samuel Insull, the British-born American businessman and innovator who 

contributed to creating an integrated electrical infrastructure in the United States;  Finley Peter Dunne, the American 

humorist and writer for the Chicago Evening Post; John Barton Payne, an American politician, lawyer and judge who 

served as the U.S. Secretary of the Interior during the Wilson administration; James Forgan, President of the First 

National Bank of Chicago; Silas Strawn, a prominent Chicago lawyer at the firm Winston & Strawn, and president of the 

United States Chamber of Commerce, American Bar Association, and United States Golf Association (USGA); and Dr. 

John B. Murphy, renowned late 19th and early 20th century American physician and surgeon. 

 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE (1921 – 1923) 

 

Significance of the Golf Course  

The golf course at Chicago Golf Club is nationally significant as a premier example of an unaltered work of master 

landscape designer, Seth Raynor. The course at Chicago Golf Club is one of the most intact Raynor designed courses 

that is still extant, with minimal changes and updates since its completion in 1923. Of the nearly seventy courses that 

Raynor designed during his career, all but five courses have been significantly renovated or altered in some way since 

they were completed. And of the five courses that have not undergone major renovations, it could be argued that Chicago 

Golf Club is the most intact.  

 

The inception of the Raynor designed course at Chicago Golf Club was rooted in early nineteenth century innovations in 

the sport of golf and course design and was largely due to the assertion of the founder and designer of the preceding 

course. While Macdonald’s course had served the members of Chicago Golf Club and hosted several national 

tournaments since its beginnings in 1894 through the early years of the twentieth century, advancements in golf course 

design had progressed rapidly since the course was laid out and the members began to realize that to stay current with 

the other professional caliber courses across the country, the course at Chicago Golf Club would need to be modernized. 

No one was a bigger proponent of redesigning the original course at Chicago Golf Club than C. B. Macdonald. In fact, it 

was Macdonald himself that pushed the club to “scrap” its existing course and to hire Raynor to do the work to create a 

more modern course.  In a 1917 letter to then club president, Judge Barton Payne (who served as Secretary of the Interior 

under Woodrow Wilson), Macdonald opined that: 
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“I have long wondered when the intelligence of the Chicago Golf Club would realize that theirs is one of the worst 

courses in the country as compared with its former position … at the old courses around New York, like 

Shinnecock Hills Golf Club … etc. have ‘scrapped’ their old golf courses, and are at great expense building 

courses up to present standards … If you are going to do anything [at] Chicago, you have got to ‘scrap’ your golf 

course … I am writing this to you personally and do not want it to be published because people will think I am 

[c]aptious, but as a matter of fact, you certainly know there is no one in the world who has more at heart the 

interest of the Chicago Golf Club, which I myself founded.”5 

 

By this time, Macdonald and Raynor had not only constructed the National Golf Links of America (also known as the 

National), but several other courses as well; additionally, other noted American and British architects had begun an 

explosion of new course design work now collectively referred to as “The Golden Age of Golf Course Architecture.”  Most 

golf historians date the beginning of this age to Macdonald’s design at the National, and all would certainly include Raynor 

as a prime actor in the international movement. 

 

For Macdonald to recommend someone to work with the Chicago Golf Club was not just a casual suggestion. Macdonald 

was the founder of Chicago Golf and had arranged for and played in almost every national championship staged at the 

Club to that point.  As can be seen in the letter to Judge Payne, the ongoing welfare of the Chicago Golf Club continued to 

be an important matter to Macdonald.  Recommending Raynor would also ensure that Macdonald had an avenue to 

include his recommendations in the final plans for the new Chicago Golf Club course. 

 

During the planning for the work, Macdonald shared the following in a 1917 letter to Club member Mason Phelps that 

makes it clear that he would see any such redesign work entrusted to no one other than his respected protégé Raynor: 

 

“You may rest assured Mr. Raynor will go out with a free mind.  He naturally has absorbed my ideas of golf 

architecture, as he has done all the work for me during the last ten years, and has laid out now between fifty and 

sixty golf courses in the United States from Florida and Missouri to Maine; and so far as I know there are no golf 

courses in the country that compare with his … There is one point I wish to impress upon your committee.  Leave 

him alone until he gets his plan out. Don’t let the committee keep asking him questions.  After his plan, as he sees 

it on the ground, is submitted to you, then have your conferences and submit suggestions and ideas and work 

them out in conference.  But keep your committee and members from buzzing around him until he is through!  

You will only delay the game and will not get as clean a plan if you do.”6 

 

After several delays due to World War I and other circumstances, Raynor began working on redesigning the course at 

Chicago Golf Club in early 1921. He visited the club in March of that year to survey the course and develop his plans. In 

late April he submitted his plans to the club and provided an estimate of $53,000 to complete the construction. Work 

started in the late spring of 1921 and continued through 1922, when eleven of the eighteen holes were completed. The 

 

5 Letter from C. B. Macdonald to Judge Barton Payne, 1917. 
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completed course officially opened in the summer of 1923 at a total cost of $212,653.09, well over Raynor’s initial 

estimate.7 

 

The finished course was an amalgamation of Raynor’s ingenuity and Macdonald’s influence, with holes that loosely 

copied European precedents combined with Raynor’s own personal style. Each hole was strategically planned to 

incorporate specific elements of Scottish precedents as well as new innovations in golf course design in America at the 

time. Raynor’s skill and mastery of landscape design and engineering allowed him to form holes at Chicago Golf Club that 

referenced past precedents while at the same time being unique and inventive.  

 

Raynor designed the 1st hole with a prominent feature that crosses the fairway—a valley that obscures the landing area 

and deceives players as to the length of the hole and proximity of bunkers. Many holes, including Macdonald / Raynor 

designed holes, share the name “Valley”. The 1st hole of the original course was laid out in similar position and had the 

name Burn, likely referring to a small creek that came in to play. No such body of water exists today.  

 

The 2nd hole was designed as a road hole, copying the strategic elements of the 17th hole at the Old Course in St. 

Andrews. After the par threes, this hole was one of the most prevalent on Macdonald / Raynor designed golf courses. 

 

Raynor copied the 3rd hole from an original hole at Biarritz Golf Club in France. The double set of bunkers short and 

greenside helped to mask the true length of the hole. The Biarritz style hole appears on almost every Raynor course.  

 

Raynor designed the 4th hole to be the longest hole on the course. The original Macdonald layout had two holes named 

Long (6th and 13th). This hole, as designed by Raynor, also happens to be an example of a Cape hole, with the green 

entirely surrounded by hazard and the choice of line over the angled bunker from the tee. 

 

The 5th hole, as designed by Raynor, was a fine example of the strategy of the 7th hole at Leven Links in Scotland. He 

laid out the cross bunker on the right intentionally to have the player make a heroic carry from the tee to have an open 

approach to the green. The safer tee shot leaves a shot over a high hill which obscures the flag. Many examples of this 

hole type exist across Macdonald / Raynor courses. 

 

The 6th hole is one of the best examples of the Double Plateau style. The Principal’s Nose bunker inside of 100 yards is 

typical of this style for Macdonald / Raynor designs. 

 

The 7th hole is named Redan, which means “impenetrable fortress”. This par 3 style hole is shared by almost all 

Macdonald / Raynor designs and is based on the Redan hole (number 15) at North Berwick in Scotland. The 7th at 

Chicago Golf Club is considered to be one of the boldest examples of this type with deep bunkers on both sides of the 

green.  

 

6 Letter from C. B. Macdonald to Mason Phelps, 1917. 
7 Goodner and Crenshaw. Chicago Golf Club. 
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The 8th hole (Narrows) has similar features to several other Raynor designed holes. The 15th at National Golf Links is a 

good Raynor / Macdonald example, and is considered an example of Narrows. This is also similar to 8th at Yale. The 

defining features of this hole are the narrowing of the fairway inside of 100 yards and the steep drop-off behind the green.  

 

Raynor designed the 9th hole with a pond as the prominent feature. Two holes shared the name Pond on the original 

course, including the par 3 that followed the hole that was positioned at this place on the golf course. This hole is also a 

good example of the Hog’s Back architecture, another template hole that Raynor often used in his course designs. 

 

Like the 9th hole, the 10th hole was also designed to feature a large pond. Additionally, it is the shortest hole on the course 

and is therefore known as the “Short hole.” On this hole, Raynor included bunkering surrounding the putting surface that 

was large and undulating, and generally wider than deep. The 10th at Chicago Golf is a fine example of this type, one that 

is present on most every Macdonald / Raynor designed course. 

 

Raynor designed the 11th hole with a combination of many great features, including a Redan-style green complex. This 

hole is the clearest example of the Dogleg architectural style at Chicago Golf Club (the other being the 16th).  

 

The 12th hole was designed as a Punch Bowl type, which comes from the green complex. Pictures from the 1928 Walker 

Cup show that the green originally was mown to the top of the ridge around the bowl—an aspect complicated by modern 

mowing heights. Many other Punch Bowl examples exist in Raynor’s work, with varying features. In some ways the 12th 

at Chicago Golf Club is an elongated version of the Leven 5th, containing many of the same strategic elements. 

 

The 13th hole was designed as a par 3 style Eden. A regular on Macdonald / Raynor designs, for this hole Raynor copied 

many of the strategic elements of the 11th on the Old Course at St. Andrews. The bunker and drop off behind the green 

represent the Eden Estuary and the bunkers front and right (although less severe) represent the infamous Hill and Strath 

bunkers at St. Andrews. 

 

Raynor designed the 14th hole following the Cape style template, which was determined by the hazard entirely 

surrounding the green complex except a front entry. Other good examples of Cape holes exist on Macdonald / Raynor 

courses, including Mid Ocean and The National Golf Links. 

 

The 15th hole does not have clear architectural origins. Compared to the 8th hole that sat in this identical position on the 

original Macdonald layout, there are many common features, including similar fairway and greenside bunkering. The 

striking similarity allowed the name of the original 8th—Ginger Ale—to be carried forward to the Raynor 15th. Ginger Ale 

probably had some relationship to the halfway house, which was positioned near the 8th green on the original layout. Note 

that the 4th hole of the Old Course at St. Andrews has the similar name Ginger Beer—so named because of the person 

selling ginger beer from a cart at that location on the course in earlier times.  
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The 16th hole is known as Raynor’s Prize. The name comes from a hole design contest in Country Life magazine. Raynor 

combined elements of several entries in that contest to come up with this hole, then subsequently used it on almost every 

course, thereafter, starting with the now defunct Lido course. Given that Chicago Golf is actually one of the later Raynor 

designs, a Raynor’s Prize example should be expected in the layout.  

 

The 17th hole on the original Macdonald layout sat in the same position and had many similar features to the hole as 

currently designed Raynor, including the mounds and the cross bunkers in front of the green. Golf course architect Tom 

Doak noted that this hole was another fine example of a Double Plateau green complex (in fact the 17th has four tiers). 

 

Raynor designed the 18th and final hole on the course with a similar orientation to the original Macdonald designed 18th 

hole, a clear display of his respect for his mentor. 

 

The first major test of the new Raynor designed course was the Walker Cup held at Chicago Golf Club in 1928. The 

Walker Cup matches were a great success and the new championship level course received national exposure. Following 

the Walker Cup in 1928, no major tournaments were held at Chicago Golf Club until the U.S. Senior Amateur 

Championship in 1979. The 1930s and 40s brought a decline in membership at the club with the onset of the Great 

Depression and World War II. After the war, membership increased, and the club was once again profitable. Also, at this 

time, as suburban life started to become more attractive to the white-collar workforce, there was a shift in membership 

from people living in Chicago and commuting to the club to members that now lived in and around Wheaton. 

 

From the 1960s to present day, Chicago Golf Club has continued to steadily operate and provide a championship level 

golf course for its relatively small membership base. Throughout this time, the course has been meticulously maintained 

and remains almost exactly as it did when it was completed in 1923. 

 

The historical significance of the present-day golf course at Chicago Golf Club is in no way harmed by the 1921-23 

Raynor redesign but is in fact enhanced given the volume and excellence of Raynor’s work. Of the GolfWeek best one-

hundred courses built prior to 1960 courses, only seven are listed as opening prior to the National Golf Links of America – 

and each has been redesigned multiple times since 1907 in much the same way as was done with Raynor at Chicago 

Golf Club, and most actually trace their course-of-record lineage back to the Golden Age period from 1910 to 1930.  Of 

the following ten courses already listed on either the National Register of Historic Places or as a National Historic 

Landmark, each has significant ties to the period of Raynor’s work and each has had significant redesign work after that 

period: 

 

Course/Course 

Original Designer and 

Opening Date 

 

Significant Post-Opening Redesign Work 

Baltusrol Lower (NJ) A. W. Tillinghast, 1918 • Robert Trent Jones (1948) 

• Rees Jones (1992, 2000) 

• Gil Hanse (2018) 
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Course/Course 

Original Designer and 

Opening Date 

 

Significant Post-Opening Redesign Work 

Merion East (PA) Hugh Wilson and William 

Flynn, 1912 

• Club Committee (1995) 

• Gil Hanse (2019) 

 

Oakmont (PA) Henry Fownes, 1904 

 

• William C. Fownes (1907-1950) 

• Tom Fazio (2006) 

• Club Committee (2011) 

 

 

Pinehurst #2 (NC) Donald Ross, 1907 • Donald Ross (1907-1948; most significant 

was change from sand to grass greens) 

• Robert Trent Jones (1974) 

• Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw (2011) 

 

Augusta National (GA) Dr. Alister MacKenzie, 

1932 

• Perry Maxwell (1938) 

• Robert Trent Jones (1946) 

• Club Committees (1946-present) 

 

Shinnecock Hills (NY) Willie Davis, 1891 and  

Willie Dunn 1894 

• Charles Blair Macdonald and Seth Raynor 

(1915-1917) 

• William Flynn (1931) 

• Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw (2017) 

 

Winged Foot West (NY) A. W. Tillinghast, 1923 • Robert Trent Jones (1948) 

• Gil Hanse (2019) 

 

Inverness (OH) Donald Ross, 1918 • A. W. Tillinghast (1931) 

• Dick Wilson (1957) 

• George and Tom Fazio (1979) 

• Andrew Green (2016) 

 

Olympia Fields North 

(IL) 

Willie Park, Jr., 1922 • Warren Bidwell (1961) 

• Mark Mungeam (2003) 

• Andy Staples (2019) 

 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                                     OMB No. 1024-0018   
                  

 

 Chicago Golf Club   DuPage, Illinois 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

 
22 

 

The Chicago Golf Club has undertaken no architectural renovations of note since Raynor’s course opened in July 1923.  

The Club consulted with architect Geoffrey Cornish in 1967 which resulted in no recommended changes, and with 

nationally renowned golf course architect Tom Doak beginning in 2000 and continuing to the present.  Doak’s input has 

centered on reclaiming green and fairway turf lost over time to normal ongoing maintenance practices, and with placing 

new back tees for longer players – but no routing or major architectural changes whatsoever.  In fact, in 2001 Doak wrote 

the following about the present-day course at Chicago Golf Club: 

 

“I share your belief that Chicago Golf is something akin to a museum of golf.  Since 1922, when the course was 

totally rebuilt by Seth Raynor, no architect or green chairman has been allowed to make significant physical 

changes to the golf course.  This is an almost unprecedented situation for a golf course of this vintage, and 

something that should not be taken lightly."8  

 

As implied by Mr. Doak, Chicago Golf Club is in a unique position of enjoying a golf course that is largely untouched from 

its original design aims as envisioned by Seth Raynor. 

 

Seth Raynor 

While C. B. Macdonald was the first American-born golf course architect of note, none of his work after 1907 was 

completed without Seth Raynor, and in fact by 1915 Macdonald turned over virtually all new commissions and inquiries to 

Raynor to envision and complete.  In golf historical and architecture circles, it is impossible to mention one without the 

other – with “MacRaynor” being the shorthand for their collaborative work and course portfolio.  

 

Seth J. Raynor was a renowned golf course designer throughout the period from 1908-1926, during what is now referred 

to as “the Golden Age” of American golf course design. After graduating from Princeton University in 1898, Raynor 

worked as a civil engineer in his hometown of Southampton, New York.  His connection to golf – which would ultimately 

provide his livelihood until his death in 1926 – came about only because in 1907 Macdonald needed a surveyor to help 

with initial planning for his new golf course to be built adjacent to the Shinnecock Hills Golf Club in the town of 

Southampton.  That initial connection certainly became important to the two men, and in fact to golf and golf architecture 

in the United States. 

 

Macdonald’s vision for his Southampton project was to create the ultimate golf course, consisting of holes modeled after 

only the best holes from the British Isles and Europe.  Macdonald had traveled widely in the years after 1900 and created 

sketches and detailed schematics for the greatest holes from the courses he visited.  Even at famous courses such as the 

Old Course at St. Andrews in Scotland, Macdonald observed that not every hole was great and wondered why one course 

could not have eighteen great holes rather than a mix of great and humdrum holes.  He resolved to build a course on 

which each hole was imbued with the best features and strategic elements from the greatest holes he had surveyed.  So 

large was his vision that Macdonald named his Southampton creation the National Golf Links of America. 

 

8 Goodner and Crenshaw. Chicago Golf Club. 
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But while Macdonald could supply the vision and the golf knowledge, he was neither an architect nor an engineer.  By 

1907, he likely had never overseen a construction project other than perhaps hiring a professional architect to design and 

build his own home.  The courses he had previously laid out – including the first 18 holes in the US for the Chicago Golf 

Club – were rudimentary and involved laying out the barest of outlines between two points on what had previously been 

farmland.  

 

With the National, Macdonald recognized that his vision could not come to fruition without engineering, planning and 

architectural skills – which he found in Raynor.  Additionally, where Macdonald was brusque, Raynor was humble and 

quiet; where Macdonald was opinionated and domineering, Raynor listened and learned – a balance of personalities that 

served the pair well when Macdonald began receiving other course design inquiries.  

 

From the beginnings of the National in 1907 until 1914, Raynor worked alongside Macdonald as surveyor, draftsman, 

planner, and construction overseer.  In 1914, Raynor designed his first solo course, the Westhampton Country Club on 

Long Island.  Thereafter, Macdonald essentially exited the golf design “business” except when called upon by wealthy 

friends or for significant projects – referring such inquiries to Raynor.  (In fact, while Raynor earned his living from this 

work, Macdonald never accepted payment.) 

 

For his part, Raynor learned from Macdonald’s vision and golf knowledge, and from Macdonald’s earlier study of what 

made some holes great and others mediocre.  While Raynor had little experience with golf (ever), his early experience in 

laying out Macdonald’s “great holes” taught him what Macdonald was trying to accomplish from a visual and strategic 

perspective and gave Raynor a blueprint of sorts that he could then take anywhere.  

 

For that was Raynor’s greatest gift, adapting his learnings from and experiences with Macdonald to different terrains and 

clients – all with Macdonald’s blessing.   Each of the MacRaynor courses includes the portfolio of holes that Macdonald 

had surveyed in the British Isles and Europe, along with several “templates” that Raynor and Macdonald had created 

themselves. In fact, Raynor, along with Macdonald, has been credited with creating the concept of “template” golf course 

design, in which variations of the Road Hole, the Redan, Biarritz, Eden, Short, and other European precedents were 

combined to create a truly exceptional course. These designs were not exact copies of the originals but were adapted and 

modified to fit a specific site.  

 

While utilizing a consistent portfolio of holes, Raynor brought common strategic elements to life in very different 

landscapes both as Macdonald’s assistant and then ultimately in his own practice. Raynor believed that “all great golf 

holes have within them multiple strategies and options giving players with varying degrees of acumen and length more 

than one way to get from tee to green.”9 This philosophy is evident when playing any of the courses he designed 

throughout his short career. 

 

9 Bahto, George. The Evangelist of Golf: The Story of Charles Blair Macdonald. Sleeping Bear Press, 2002. 
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The pair has been credited with eighty-eight (88) course designs in twenty-two (22) states plus Bermuda and Puerto Rico; 

the list grows periodically as clubs discover evidence that Raynor had, in fact, done some or all the architectural work on 

their golf course.  (Note that of these, only two were built in Illinois – all the others are in other states ranging from Rhode 

Island to Hawaii.) 

 

Attached is a chronological listing of their design portfolio, as detailed by George Bahto in The Evangelist of Golf.  Note 

that of the eighty-eight cited works, only six (6) are attributed solely to Macdonald; of these, only the original two Chicago 

Golf Club courses from before 1900 were completed without Raynor’s involvement.  The pair is credited with collaborating 

on twelve (12) courses; given the timing, both these and the solo Macdonald designs involved significant drawing, routing 

and construction-related work by Raynor.  Macdonald’s involvement consisted mainly of consulting on design principles 

and golf strategies that informed the construction process.10   

 

Seventy course designs are attributed solely to Raynor – including his 1921-23 redesign of the Chicago Golf Club course 

that members continue to enjoy today. Many of these courses continue to exist and are recognized as being among the 

greatest courses in the United States – including fifteen on GolfWeek’s list of the top one-hundred courses built before 

1960 (and five of the top twenty; see attached listing) and including thirteen of the top one-hundred courses of any vintage 

on Golf Magazine’s listing.  Others, such as the famed Lido Club where Raynor dredged sand from a nearby waterway to 

create a land mass upon which to build a new course, closed after falling victim to the economic downturn of the Great 

Depression. 

 

Only Raynor’s untimely death in 1926 at age fifty-one stopped his work.  He was not as prolific as other designers such as 

Donald Ross or Robert Trent Jones (and his progeny), but then again Raynor was only involved in building golf courses 

over a short nineteen-year period and including a general suspension of activity during World War I.  In addition, as noted 

by Bahto in his book, “While other architects of the era were adept at self-promotion, and often penned books and 

magazine articles on the subject, Raynor felt no need to express himself beyond the courses he built.”11 His work spoke 

for itself, and he did not need to advertise to get highly sought-after commissions.   

 

Raynor is certainly well-known in the serious golf and golf architecture world; there is a very active and ongoing 

conversation about Raynor’s work on the various golf social media forums and involving individuals around the world. In a 

2010 article in Golf Course Architecture, Anthony Pioppi described Raynor as follows: 

 

 “In the realm of early American golf architects, Seth Raynor stands apart from virtually all his contemporaries.”12 

 

 

 

 

10 Ibid. 
11 Bahto. Evangelist of Golf. 
12 Pioppi, Anthony. “Seth Raynor: Paradoxical Designer.” Golf Course Architecture, Issue 22 (October 2010). 
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In 2018, Raynor received further praise in Golf Advisor for his course designs and lasting influence: 

 

“His role in golf course design’s ‘Golden Age’ is hard to overstate, as evidenced by both the presence of his 

designs on countless ‘Top 100’ lists, and the extent to which modern-day architects draw inspiration from his 

designs.”13 

 

In The Evangelist of Golf, Bahto praised Raynor by artistically comparing his enduring course designs to musical 

composition: 

 

Like a great symphony conductor, Raynor’s masterful interpretations of classic compositions were ever new and 

ever fresh, yet grounded firmly in timeless genius.”14 

 

Raynor’s genius has been recognized by his contemporaries as well. His friend and mentor, Charles Macdonald – 

otherwise grudging in praise for others not including himself – included his high respect for Raynor in his 1939 

autobiography, Scotland’s Gift – Golf: 

“I was so much impressed with his dependability and seriousness…he scarcely knew the difference between a 

golf ball and a tennis ball when we first met, and although he never became much of an expert at playing golf, yet 

the facility with which he absorbed the feeling which animates old and enthusiastic golfers to the manner born 

was truly amazing, eventually qualifying him to discriminate between a really fine hole and an indifferent one.”15  

 

Macdonald truly believed that Raynor was the best in his field and went on to state: 

 

“When it came to accurate surveying, contours, plastic relief models of the land, draining, piping water in quantity 

over the entire course…and in many instances clearing the land of forests, eradicating the stones, finally resulting 

in preparing the course for seeding, he had no peer.”16 

 

Macdonald’s respect and affection for Raynor was clear, and he ultimately arranged that the two would be buried within 

close proximity to each other in a Southampton cemetery.  For a man keenly aware of his place in history, this is not a 

random fact but a recognition by Macdonald that his historical standing as the first great American golf designer was 

dependent on Raynor’s engineering and construction abilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

13 Brad Klein. “Seth Raynor Designed Golf Courses, Ratings and Reviews.” Golf Advisor (www.golfadvisor.com/architects/2889-seth-raynor/) 
14 Bahto. Evangelist of Golf. 
15 Macdonald. Scotland’s Gift – Golf. 
16 Ibid. 
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ARCHITECTURE (1897 – 1953) 

 

Chicago Golf Clubhouse  

The clubhouse at Chicago Golf Club is locally significant for its unique, eclectic style of architecture and its fireproof 

construction. Architect Jarvis Hunt designed the building for the club in 1912-13 and it has continued to serve its members 

since that time as a center for recreation and socialization. Beyond the Chicago Golf Club, the building’s architectural 

significance is deeply rooted in the built heritage of the surrounding community and city of Wheaton, Illinois. 

 

The original clubhouse at Chicago Golf Club was a converted farmhouse that appeared to have multiple additions, the 

original section being a 2-story Italianate style structure. A large addition to the original Italianate farmhouse, which was 

designed by architect and Chicago Golf Club member Jarvis Hunt in the Shingle Style, was completed in 1896. The 

original clubhouse served the members of the club until it was destroyed by fire on August 24, 1912, ten days before the 

start of the U.S. Amateur Championship that was being held at Chicago Golf Club that year. The only part that remained 

was a small addition that was used as a lounge and event space and connected to the clubhouse by a covered walkway. 

This building, known as the Casino, was designed by Hunt and completed in 1897.17  

 

After the fire destroyed the original clubhouse, the board of directors and members of the club began planning for the new 

clubhouse right away, raising $25,000. Later that year, members voted to issue $100,000 in bonds to pay for the new 

clubhouse, which was estimated to cost $75,000.18 To design the new clubhouse, Chicago Golf Club members once 

again engaged established architect and member Jarvis Hunt. Hunt had recently completed the design of the clubhouse 

at the National Golf Links of America for his friend and Chicago Golf Club founder Charles Macdonald and, as well as the 

previous clubhouse addition and Casino, had completed multiple buildings at the club including a pro-shop/locker room 

building (1896) and several cottages (1901, 1903, and 1910) which no longer exist.19 Hunt’s design was featured with a 

rendering in the Chicago Tribune in December 1912. In the article, Hunt was quoted as stating “The club house will be 

commodious and simple and practically fireproof… When finished the place undoubtedly will be the prettiest of its kind in 

the country.”20  

 

Hunt was not going to take any chances in his design for the new clubhouse and he knew the membership did not want to 

repeat the tragic loss that occurred with the original clubhouse. Having come to Chicago during the developmental period 

of skyscraper design and being a great admirer of Louis Sullivan (Hunt led an unsuccessful campaign to memorialize 

Sullivan after his death), Hunt was assuredly familiar with and utilized in his own tall building designs fireproofing materials 

including structural hollow clay tile block. Intuitively, Hunt applied this “fireproof” system of clay tiles to the wall 

construction of the new clubhouse at Chicago Golf Club. This material appears to have been used for the entire exterior 

load bearing walls from the foundation to the roof rafters. Structural clay block is very durable, similar to other load bearing 

 

17 Bob Goldsborough, “From the White City to Modernity: The Storied Life and Varied Works of Architect Jarvis Hunt,” unpublished biography. 
18 “Chicago Golfers Vote New House.” Chicago Daily Tribune. December 21, 1912, 8. 
19 Goldsborough, “From the White City to Modernity.” 
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masonry systems intended to last perpetually if maintained properly. Because of its durability and fire resistance it was an 

obvious choice for the construction of the new clubhouse. 

 

The term “fireproof construction” was utilized by the block manufacturers of the time to describe their product and its 

utilization to provide protection from fire when used both as a structural material in walls and floors and as a cladding 

product to cover beams. Hunt most likely selected this material and adopted typical details and related construction 

techniques to provide the desired protection from fire.  

 

The underlying structural units also influenced the exterior cladding material on the building. The stucco used above the 

first floor, was the primary way of finishing the clay tile block, as the block was manufactured with grooves to anchor the 

plaster to its surface. Clay tile block was also a good substrate for brick veneer as the size of the units was compatible 

with the block, allowing for anchoring. The exterior finish materials utilized are integral to the stylistic appearance of the 

clubhouse. 

 

While hollow clay tile block was not a new system at the time of construction of the Chicago Golf clubhouse, it had not 

previously been utilized in the construction of a golf clubhouse. Therefore, Hunt’s transposing of a commonly used 

practice in skyscraper design to a three-story clubhouse was a unique system that set the clubhouse at Chicago Golf Club 

apart from other contemporary buildings of the same function and typology. 

 

For interior partitions, Hunt utilized Pyrobar Gypsum tile construction. The tiles were stacked and held in place with mortar 

similar to clay tile wall construction. The tile partitions were then finished on each side with plaster and then painted. 

Pyrobar, which was produced by the United States Gypsum Company, was a relatively new product at the time the 

clubhouse was constructed. It was also manufactured and advertised to be fireproof and was approved by the National 

Board of Fire Underwriters. According to a 1919 catalog for Pyrobar Gypsum Tile, “Gypsum Tile is the only structural 

building material that has passed the test and received the approval of the Underwriters’ Laboratories for fire-proof 

construction.”21  

 

Although wood framing was used for both the floor structural systems and the roof, care was taken to cover these 

elements with lathe and plaster (over 1” thick in many locations), thereby protecting the wood. Clay tile roofing shingles 

were also utilized, not only for their aesthetic appearance and durability, but also for being fireproof. 

It is evident from Hunt’s own descriptions and from the construction materials specified that he was set on building a new 

clubhouse that would not be doomed to the same fate as the previous structure. While using fireproof and fire-resistant 

materials in construction was not uncommon at this time, this type of construction was often reserved for larger buildings 

located in tight city lots where fires could easily spread between buildings. It is unlikely that other golf clubhouses 

constructed around the same time contain the same amount of fireproof materials and precautionary construction 

methods as that which Hunt employed at Chicago Golf Club. 

 

20 “Golf Club at Wheaton to Be Made Spot of Beauty.” Chicago Daily Tribune. December 24, 1912, 7.  
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The golf clubhouse building in 1912-13 was a rather new architectural typology in the United States. Early golf courses in 

America primarily adapted existing structures on site (farmhouses, barns, and other structures) to act as clubhouses, as 

was done at Chicago Golf Club in 1894. As his friend and Chicago Golf Club founder, C. B. Macdonald, did for his golf 

course designs, Hunt likely looked to European precedents when he began planning the new clubhouse. Most clubhouses 

included spaces for dining and entertaining, parlor and lounge areas for social interaction, kitchens for preparing meals for 

members and guests, locker rooms and toilet and shower facilities (primarily for men, but in some circumstances for 

women as well), and often dormitory rooms for guests staying at the club overnight. These spaces comprise the major 

components of Hunt’s design for the clubhouse at Chicago Golf Club. 

 

In planning the spaces in the new clubhouse, Hunt was particular about creating public spaces that allowed for views out 

across the golf course to the south. An article in the Chicago Tribune in October 1913 described the new clubhouse as an 

“artistic three-story building…situated on a slight rise of land commanding a view of the golf links and polo field.”22 The 

ballroom (formal dining room), dining room (grille room), women’s living room (living room), porch, and outdoor verandas 

were all designed to take full advantage of unobstructed views of the course. More private spaces such as the locker 

rooms were placed on the first floor, and back of house spaces, such as the kitchen, storage, and mechanical spaces 

were placed in the north wing of the building. 

 

The style of the clubhouse can best be described as eclectic. While the materials used – stucco and red clay tile – at first 

give the impression of Mission Style, the building elements and forms are more closely associated with the Classical 

Revival, Tudor Revival, and English Arts and Crafts. Classical Revival elements include the gable roofs, dormers, Tuscan 

style columns, arched openings, and double hung, divide light windows. Features of the Tudor Revival and English Arts 

and Crafts include the picturesque, asymmetrical massing, tower element, multiple gables, large brick chimneys, and mix 

of stucco and brick on the facades.  

 

As evident by multiple Hunt designed homes directly surrounding the club in Wheaton, Hunt was well versed in many 

different architectural styles and motifs, many of which he combined together in his design for the clubhouse at Chicago 

Golf Club. The neighboring homes were designed and constructed from the late 1800s through the 1920s. The early 

homes were mostly Shingle Style “cottages” and were commissioned by and constructed on land owned by members of 

the Wheaton family (the town’s founding family) to be rented out to Chicago Golf Club members in the summer months. 

Like these early homes, Hunts addition to the first clubhouse as well as the casino building were completed in the Shingle 

Style. As his reputation in the region grew, Hunt completed several private commissions for wealthy residents (including 

several Chicago Golf members) in Wheaton. Among the many homes Hunt designed were a Colonial Revival style home 

for his friend and Chicago Golf Club founder C. B. Macdonald (named Ballyshear), a large Tudor Revival house designed 

for Arthur and Carolyn Ely (known as the House of Seven Gables and moved in 2017), and his own home, a Spanish 

 

21 “Pyrobar Gypsum Tile.” United States Gypsum Company (Chicago, 1919). 
22 “New Clubhouse Open at Wheaton.” Chicago Tribune. October 19, 1913. 
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Colonial Revival mansion located on the east side of Chicago Golf Club, completed in 1898 and expanded in 1913.23 

While several of these Hunt designed homes have been demolished over the years, many like the House of Seven 

Gables and C. B. Macdonald’s home still remain due to the efforts of local preservation-minded residents and provide 

historic context to the clubhouse at Chicago Golf Club (Ballyshear and the House of Seven Gables can currently be seen 

from the south porch of the clubhouse). 

 

While Hunt’s other building commissions in Wheaton were all excellent works of architecture, his crowning achievement 

was the clubhouse at Chicago Golf Club. In fact, Hunt’s obituary in the Chicago Tribune listed the Chicago Golf Club 

clubhouse among his most significant works. Because of its eclectic design, fireproof construction, and commanding 

placement overlooking the golf course, the clubhouse is unquestionably a significant work of architecture in the career of 

Jarvis Hunt and within the broader context of the city of Wheaton and surrounding region. 

 

Jarvis Hunt 

Jarvis Hunt, nationally prominent architect, was born in Wethersfield, Vermont in 1859. He was a nephew to New York 

architect, Richard M. Hunt and artist William Morris Hunt. Richard Hunt was the first American to attend the Ecole des 

Beaux-Arts in Paris and was a force in Beaux-Arts style architecture throughout the late 19th and early 20th century. 

Jarvis Hunt was educated at Harvard University and continued his coursework at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. Because of his education and connection with his uncle, Jarvis Hunt was known to favor more traditional 

Beaux-Arts styles. This style can be seen in several of his works such as the National Bank of Commerce Building in 

Kansas City, Missouri and the railroad terminal in Joliet, Illinois.  

 

His career in Chicago took off with his role as supervisor of the Vermont State Building at the World’s Columbian 

Exposition in 1893. After that, Hunt established himself as an architect in Chicago. His office was in operation for nearly 

thirty-five years following the Exposition. In 1901, Hunt worked on the Kansas City Union Station with fellow architect 

Charles Bohasseck. This project allowed the two architects to work side by side and form a partnership. This partnership 

was then known as the firm Hunt & Bohasseck. Over the years to follow, Hunt and his firm built a large portfolio 

throughout the Midwest including residential, commercial, transportation stations and more. Hunt’s most significant 

Chicago projects included the Saddle and Cycle Club, Lake Shore Athletic Club, Great Lakes Naval Training Center (39 

original buildings), Michigan Boulevard Building, and 900 N. Michigan Avenue. Chicago and Hunt had a great relationship 

between 1904 and 1918, as he was considered one of the leaders of the City Beautiful movement.  

 

Chicago was not the only place in which Hunt was able to make a statement. Throughout the United States, Hunt was 

known for his train station designs such as Kansas City Union Station, Joliet Station, Dallas Union Station, and Sixteenth 

Street Station in Oakland, California. His train station designs are thought to be his most famous and impactful in his 

architectural career. All were completed in the Beaux-Arts style, with vast central halls and triple-arched windows on the 

main façade (recessed behind a colonnade at Dallas Union Station) reminiscent of other more famous stations of the 

 

23 Goldsborough, “From the White City to Modernity.” 
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period designed by Daniel Burnham (Union Station in Washington DC) and Warren & Wetmore (Grand Central Station, 

New York).  

 

In 1927, Hunt retired from practicing architecture. He passed away on June 16, 1941 in St. Petersburg, Florida and was 

survived by his son Jarvis Hunt, Jr. as well as a daughter, Mrs. George McMurtry. Although a talented and well-known 

architect in his time, Hunt’s legacy has been overshadowed by other architects of the era including his uncle, Richard 

Morris Hunt and fellow Chicago based architects Daniel Burnham, John W. Root, and Louis Sullivan. Like his uncle, 

Hunt’s major public commissions were deeply rooted in the Beaux-Arts tradition; his designs for tall buildings followed the 

Chicago School influences of Root and Sullivan; and, like Burnham, Hunt was a proponent and driving force behind the 

City Beautiful movement at the turn of century. He even developed his own plan for beautifying and improving the City of 

Chicago in 1917 that included a string of islands along the lakefront, an extensive subway system, and a radical plan for a 

new elevated monorail. Hunt also submitted plans for the reorganization of the railway terminals in the city.24 

 

Little has been studied and published about the life and work of Jarvis Hunt, which is likely because his personal papers 

and drawings have yet to be discovered, if they still exist. What is known about Hunt comes largely from the extant 

buildings that he designed throughout his architectural career. His portfolio of work contains a wide range of building types 

and styles completed over the course of thirty-five years. While Jarvis Hunt’s significance is evident through his body of 

work, his true legacy and place in architectural history remains to be discovered.25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
24 “Jarvis Hunt Offers Radical Traction Plan.” Chicago Daily Tribune. Mar. 2, 1917, 8.  
25 Significant research has been conducted on Jarvis Hunt by Bob Goldsborough, who generously provided information and excerpts from his 
unpublished biography of Hunt to the author of this National Register nomination. 
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10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 

Acreage of Property F 200 acres 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage; enter “Less than one” if the acreage is .99 or less) 

 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84: F  
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 

 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 
Chicago Golf Club is made up of four (4) parcels as follows: 
 
Parcel 1 (PIN 05-20-407-001) 
The north half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 29, Township 39 North, Range 10, East of the Third Principal Meridian, 
in DuPage County, Illinois. 
 
Parcel 2 (PIN 05-29-200-001) 
That portion of the Southeast Quarter of Section 20, Township 39 North, Range 10, East of the Third Principal Meridian, 
bounded and described as follows to-wit: Beginning at the Southeast corner of said Section 20; thence North on the East 
line of said section, 23.29 chains to the Spring Brook, now known as Spring Brook Ditch; thence North 53.5° West 7.90 
chains; thence North 13.5° West 7.25 chains; thence North 52.75° West 7.13 chains into the highway; thence South 55.5° 
West along the highway, 10.77 chains; thence South 57.5° West along said highway to the West line of the Southeast 
Quarter of said Section 20; thence South along said West line to the Southwest corner of said Southeast Quarter; thence 
East on the section line, 40 chains to the place of beginning, in DuPage County, Illinois. 
 
Parcel 3 (PIN 05-21-302-001) 
That part of Section 21, Township 39 North, Range 10 East of the Third Principal Meridian, described by commencing at 
the Southwest corner of said Section 21; thence North along the section line to a point on the West line of Section 21, 
1,135 feet South of the Northwest corner of the Southwest quarter of said section 21; thence East 75 links; thence South 
parallel to the West line of Section 21, to the South line of said Section 21; thence West 75 links to the place of beginning, 
in DuPage County, Illinois. 
 
Parcel 4 (PIN 05-28-100-001) 
The West 3 rods of the North 83 rods of the Northwest quarter of Section 28, Township 39 North, Range 10, East of the 
Third Principal Meridian (known as Hawthorne Lane, formerly Lyford Lane, formerly Ely Road) in DuPage County, Illinois. 

 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 
This is the extent of the Chicago Golf Club property. 

 
 

1  41.849 N   88.116 W  3      
 Latitude   Longitude   Latitude 

 
 Longitude 

2       4      
 Latitude 

 
 Longitude    

 
Latitude  Longitude 
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Timothy Scovic, Historic Preservation Architect  date  3/13/2020 

organization  Bailey Edward Design telephone  312-789-4014 

street & number   35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 2800 email  tscovic@baileyedward.com 

city or town    Chicago  state IL zip code 60601 

name/title  John Moran, CGC Member & Historian  date  3/13/2020 

organization  Chicago Golf Club telephone  630-668-2000 

street & number   25W253 Warrenville Road email   

city or town    Wheaton state IL zip code 60189 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• GIS Location Map (Google Earth or BING) 
 

• Local Location Map 
 
• Site Plan 

 
• Floor Plans (As Applicable) 
 
• Photo Location Map (Include for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs to 

this map and insert immediately after the photo log and before the list of figures). 
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List of Figures 
(Resize, compact, and paste images of maps and historic documents in this section. Place captions, with figure numbers above each image. Orient 
maps so that north is at the top of the page, all document should be inserted with the top toward the top of the page. 

 
 
Figures: 

1.  ArcGIS Location Map 

2.  Location Map 

3.  Location Map 

4.  Building Location Map 

5.  2019 Course Site Plan 

6.  1928 Course Site Plan 

7.  1912 Course Site Plan  

8.  Clubhouse Site Plan  

9.  First Floor Plan 

10.  Second Floor Plan  

11.  Third Floor Plan 

12.  Roof Plan 

13.  1914 Clubhouse  

14.  c1915 Clubhouse  

15.  c1915 Clubhouse 

16.  c1915 Main Dining Room 

17.  1928 Clubhouse. 

18.  1964 Clubhouse. 

19.  1900 U.S. Open.  

20.  1905 U.S. Amateur Championship.   

21.  1911 U.S. Open.  

22.  1928 Walker Cup Matches.  

23.  2005 Walker Cup. 

24.  2018 Senior Women’s Open.  

25.  6th Hole (Town & Country, July 1923) 

26.  7th Hole (Town & Country, July 1923) 

27.  10th Hole, 1928 Walker Cup (Golf Illustrated, April 1930) 

28.  12th Hole (Golf Illustrated, April 1930) 

29.  14th Hole (Town & Country, July 1923) 
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Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 pixels, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, 
the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.  
 

Photo Log  

  Name of Property:  Chicago Golf Club 

  City or Vicinity:  Wheaton 

  County: DuPage State:  Illinois 

  Photographer: Varies 

  Date Photographed: Varies 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 

 
Photo 1 of 53: South Elevation, looking North.  

Photo 2 of 53: South Elevation, looking North.  

Photo 3 of 53: South Elevation, looking Northeast.  

Photo 4 of 53: South Elevation, looking Northeast. 

Photo 5 of 53: Colonnade, looking East.  

Photo 6 of 53: Course, looking South.  

Photo 7 of 53: Course, looking South. 

Photo 8 of 53: Course, looking East.  

Photo 9 of 53: North Elevation, looking South.  

Photo 10 of 53: East Elevation, looking West.  

Photo 11 of 53: South Elevation, looking Northwest.  

Photo 12 of 53: South Elevation, looking North. 

Photo 13 of 53: South Elevation, looking North. 

Photo 14 of 53: Pro-shop.  

Photo 15 of 53: Casino.  

Photo 16 of 53: Casino. 

Photo 17 of 53: Casino. 

Photo 18 of 53: Casino. 

Photo 19 of 53: Clubhouse South Porch.  

Photo 20 of 53: Clubhouse Entry Foyer.  

Photo 21 of 53: Clubhouse Women’s Locker Room.  

Photo 22 of 53: Clubhouse Grille Room. 

Photo 23 of 53: Clubhouse East Porch. 

Photo 24 of 53: Clubhouse Main Dining Room. 

Photo 25 of 53: Clubhouse Lounge. 
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Photo 26 of 53: Clubhouse Men’s Locker Room.  

Photo 27 of 53: Clubhouse Men’s Locker Room.  

Photo 28 of 53: Clubhouse Men’s Tap Room.   

Photo 29 of 53: Halfway House Interior.  

Photo 30 of 53: Halfway House Interior.  

Photo 31 of 53: 1st Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 32 of 53: 2nd Hole (Photo Credit: Andy Johnson) 

Photo 33 of 53: 3rd Hole (Photo Credit: Andy Johnson) 

Photo 34 of 53: 4th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 35 of 53: 5th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 36 of 53: 8th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 37 of 53: 9th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 38 of 53: 11th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 39 of 53: 13th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 40 of 53: 15th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 41 of 53: 16th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 42 of 53: 17th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 43 of 53: 18th Hole (Photo Credit: Jon Cavalier) 

Photo 44 of 53: Maintenance Garage, looking Southwest.  

Photo 45 of 53: Maintenance Garage, looking Northeast.  

Photo 46 of 53: Old Pump House, looking Northeast. 

Photo 47 of 53: Gerber Hall (Worker’s Housing), looking East. 

Photo 48 of 53: Halfway House, looking East.  

Photo 49 of 53: Cottage, looking North.  

Photo 50 of 53: Swimming Pool, looking Southeast.  

Photo 51 of 53: Pool House, looking Southwest.  

Photo 52 of 53: New Pump House, looking North.  

Photo 53 of 53: Guest House, looking North. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC 
 


